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Unit 4 - Thought Question #2

Describe the role of culture or the social world in the transmission of knowledge 

for Piaget, Bruner and Vygotsky 
       Students’ learning experiences occur in a specific place, at a certain time and in a particular way; thus clearly associating education with the environment in which it is implemented. 
The environment as an external object
       Although Piaget avoided the study of the environment as an agent of developmental change, his assimilation and accommodation concepts are linked with environmental factors (3). He stipulates that children construct an understanding of the world around them (culture and society) and that during the various developmental phases they acquire logical cognitive structures by applying them to that environment (3). He contends that these mental structures are active and evolve as they are being used; thus looking at the environment merely as an external, operative (4) aspect of learning. 
The environment and internal discovery
       Bruner values communication between learners (11) as a way to prepare the mind for discovery (5). His enactive, iconic and symbolic modes of representation are acquired while interacting with the environment (7). These modes guide the learner’s inner construction of the world. Schooling is a cultural instrument (6) where the learner’s problem solving capabilities, influenced by prior knowledge, should be enhanced in order to create an autonomous thinker (5). 
The environment as interactive
       Vygotsky goes one step further and argues that culture does not just transform “how” you think but also “what” you think. Culture and society form the focal point of education and instructional strategies should engage students actively (12). His zone of proximal development involves an interaction between what students can and need to accomplish with the environment in which they evolve (13). 
Conclusion

       The terms culture and society refer to people living in an environment, at a determined period of history and with distinct interaction patterns. Therefore when addressing knowledge transmission environmental elements are part of the parameters considered, albeit at different levels, in the theoretical constructions mentioned above. 
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